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Supervior Derocha called the regular meeting of the Humboldt Township Board to order 
at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said, and roll call was taken with all present. 
 

Supervior Joseph Derocha  
Clerk   Jill Rankinen 
Treasurer  Barbara Mackey 
Trustee Jacqueline Koski 
Trustee Marline Worth 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Joseph Wasie, Carol Mackey, Jeannie Carlisle, Richard Smith- CUPPAD, 
Sanford Pesola, Chad Filizetti, David Wiljanen, Mark Heinlein and Bill Geirut. 
 

Motion was made by Jacqueline Koski to “APPROVE THE MINUTES” OF THE  
July 14, 2014 regular meeting.  Marline Worth seconded it. Motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 
Motion was made by Jill Rankinen to “APPROVE THE AGENDA” of the September 
8, 2014 regular board meeting with adding a request by Sanford Pesola to allow 
him to speak under line item New business Item E.  Barbara Mackey seconded it.  
Motion was approved unanimously.      
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: (Not to exceed five minutes per person):  None 
 
Motion was made by Jacqueline Koski to approved the “Treasurer’s Report” as 
presented (Total assets are $324,432.07).  Marline Worth seconded it.   Motion 
was approved unanimously.  
 

Trustee Koski reported on the Iron Ore Heritage Trail meeting & MTA UP 
Summit.  She attended an afternoon In place of Mark Heinlein.   
Treasurer Mackey reported on the Central Dispatch 911 meeting and the UP 
Summit by MTA.  She attended one day of meetings 
 
Clerk Rankinen reported on the UP Summit by MTA.   Went to 3 days of 
meetings 
 
Trustee Worth reported on the UP Summit by MTA.  She attended 2 days of 
meetings. 
 



Motion was made by Jacqueline Koski to “APPROVE THE BILLS”  to be 
paid as presented totaling $26,787.89.  Seconded by Marline Worth.  Motion 
was approved unanimously.   

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:   
 

A. HFD Regular Meeting Minutes8/13/2014 
B. MCSWMA Memorandum of 8/19/2014 – Guidelines, Map and Fee Schedule 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

A. Trail Ordinance – Supervisor Derocha needs to attend the next meeting. 
 

B. Rail Grade contract – Lundin – Supervisor Derocha has been going to 
meetings on this.  He has negotiated $35,000.00 + 5% annually for the life of the 
rail being in place.  He is also working with Lundin regarding taxes to be paid to 
the Township.  

 
C. Planning Commission Report – Joe Wasie reported that the Zoning Ordinance 

has been reviewed and commented on by Marquette County Planners.  Their 
comments have been incorporated.  Mr. Richard Smith from CUPPAD provided 
copies of modifications to the Zoning Ordinance.   In the future, consideration will 
be given to an addendum for Wildfire Prevention Practices.   The Zoning 
Ordinance is ready for consideration for adoption by the Township.  Motion was 
made by Jill Rankinen to accept the new Zoning Ordinance as presented to 
the board.  Barbara Mackey seconded it.   Motion was approved 
unanimously. Roll Call vote was taken with all in favor.  Ordinance Number 
09-08-14 was assigned to the Zoning Ordinance.  CUPPAD will provide 
additional final copies of the ordinance books to the township. 

 
D. Supervisor Derocha made the statement that we should hire Howard Robare as 

our Zoning Administrator and pay him $20.00 per hour and mileage.   
Jacqueline Koski made a motion to have Howard Robare to be our Zoning 
Administrator and pay him $20.00 per hour and mileage.  Marline Worth 
seconded it. Motion was approved unanimously with a roll call vote.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A.  Insurance Policy and Premium - Mark Heinlein has received a renewed policy 
and premium from Hannula Agency.  Supervisor Derocha tasked him to obtain 
an additional quote on comparable coverage. 
 

B. Draft Fire Mutual Aid Agreement – Champion FD / Humboldt FD –  
Supervisor Derocha, Fire Chief Carlisle and Mark Heinlein are working to draft a 
Fire Department Mutual Aid Agreement with Champion FD.  There was 
discussion about current Fire Department activity.  There was one call out to M95 
and the old railway grade (snowmobile trail) where a moose was hit.  There were 
no personal injuries however the moose was killed.   Ten HFD firefighters 
responded to this call. 



 
C. Board Policies and Procedures- Mark Heinlein is working on this. 

 
D. Anderson, Tackman accounting report and findings – Supervisor Derocha 

thought that Mike Grentz from Anderson, Tackman will attend a future meeting to 
present an audit report. 

 
Sanford Pesola spoke about the Fire Department Open House/Bridgewalk.  He 
described how the township has purchased a large variety of equipment to 
operate the fire department (i.e. trucks, radios, turn out gear, etc.) and how T-
shirts that were bought as part of the uniform to identify members of the fire 
department during special events were missing.   Specifically, his (Sanford’s) t-
shirt was missing from his gear locker at the fire station.  Sanford reported that 
his shirt was taken along with several others that were in Bill Geirut’s locker.  
Sanford identified Jacqueline Koski as the person who removed the shirts from 
the fire station and that Jacqueline gave them to her son and daughter–in–law 
who had taken a tour of the hall and had taken them home with them to the east 
coast.  He described and read what the job of a trustee is.  He stated that he felt 
Trustee Koski should resign from her position of trust on the Township Board. 
 
Supervisor Derocha allowed some discussion on this topic between board 
members and the public. 
 
Treasurer Mackey commented as to how nice the shirts are and that their 
purpose is to identify members of the fire department. 
 
Clerk Rankinen stated that she didn’t understand what Trustee Koski was doing 
at the fire station. 
 
Trustee Koski stated “I did not steal the shirt but technically one could say I stole 
the shirt from the fire hall.”  Jacqueline additionally stated “I did not touch 
anyone’s locker and I resent the accusation that I had taken the shirt from a 
locker.”  “There is no way I would take a shirt from someone’s locker and I 
apologize for taking the shirt to Mark and Joe”. She stated she would take full 
responsibility for the missing shirt.   She also stated she had given a check to 
Barbara Mackey for the shirt.  She felt this was being blown out of proportion and 
she would have the shirt returned. 
 
Bill Geirut commented that a Fire Fighter’s gear locker is their personal space.  
He stated there was a total of 4 shirts missing including Sanford Pesola’s.  
 
Jeannie Carlisle asked if the board had been aware that shirts were bought and 
were only for the fire fighters.   Some board members answered that they were 
unaware of that.  Only the board members on the Open House / Bridge Walk 
Committee knew that there were special shirts for the fire fighters.  Jeannie 
Carlisle felt this is something not to get so upset about and that it won’t be done 
again. 
 
Trustee Koski stated that if we had transparency on the board this would not 
have happened. 
 



Supervisor Derocha stated he didn’t like the last statement and believed it wasn’t 
true.  He stated it wasn’t right what Trustee Koski had done and felt we have 
failed miserably to keep up what the Township people had put us in office for.   
He stated the bad thing is when things like this happen it unravels all the good 
things we have done as a whole.  Supervisor Derocha also stated that he was 
not prepared to take any type of action at this time.  He allowed that if anyone 
would like this on the agenda for the next meeting they may request it be added. 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  (Not to exceed five minutes per person). 
 

A. Bill Geirut spoke about how wrong it was for the shirts to be taken. 
 

B. Jeannie Carlisle thanked Dave Wiljanen, Mark Heinlein, Carol Mackey and 
others for all the work put into the Bridgewalk.   She also commented on that 
Jacqueline Koski had made a mistake and it should be dropped.  

 
C. Supervisor Derocha stated that the Planning Commission should order two more 

maps to have in the hall with the new zoning on it.  One isn’t enough.   
 

D. Mark Heinlein bought up that he is planning to ask Marquette County Resource 
Management and Michigan State University Extension to schedule a 
presentation at a future Humboldt Township Board Meeting regarding wildfire 
planning and prevention. 

 
E. Chad Filizetti asked who would be enforcing the Zoning ordinance. 

 
F. Mark Heinlein showed the picture of the fire department with only a couple more 

fire men needed to be put in 
 
No further business, the meeting was adjourned 8:13 pm.  
 
Jill Rankinen, Clerk 


