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Regular Meeting 

Monday, June 12, 2017 – 7:00 PM 
 

1. Supervisor Prophet called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Prophet, Debbie Wiljanen, Sarah Etelamaki, Peter Koski 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeffrey Ogea 

STAFF PRESENT: Steve Bartanen, Fire Chief; Jim Kippola, Planning Commission Chairman; Jackie 

Solomon, Administrator 

STAFF ABSENT: None 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Jeannie Carlisle; Jim Carlisle; Robert Brandt; Joe Wasie; Mark Daavettila, UPEA;  

4. Approval of Agenda 

MOTION:  To approve the agenda, with additions; e.summer help, f. electrical permit/water pump 

at firehall/apparatus and sign quotes. 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

5. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION: To approve the May 8, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes and May 18, 2017 Special 

Meeting Minutes 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Total Assets are as follows: 

General Fund: $879,015.60 

Sanitation Fund: $210,596.26 

Fire/EMS Fund: $170,347.47 

Road Fund: $388,530.25 

ELF Fund: $75,220.45 

Rail Fund: $149,000.18 

Trust & Agency Fund: $4,568.88 

Pete Koski, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

7. Approval of Bills 

MOTION: To accept the bills as written, with the additions provided by Sarah Etelamaki. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0  Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

8. Reports 

a. Board Member Committee Meetings:.  Pete Koski attended the MCTA meeting on May 24, stated 

there was a presentation on medical marijuana by Matt Weise.  Kate Sholander with Northern 

Michigan Public Service Academy provided a handout  for municipal training.  Sarah Etelamaki 

attended the MCSWMA meeting with nothing new to report. 

b. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Chairman Kippola reported that a conditional use permit 

for the Recreation Complex No. 2 Site was approved.  The road improvement and prioritization plan 

is approved by the Commission and will be in the Board’s hands for final approval tonight.  Fence 



 

 

regulations have been drafted for residential areas and a public hearing will be held to amend the 

zoning with the fence regulations on June 25, 2017.  He also stated that NMU gave a presentation on 

the EAN internet project in Republic. Republic township was to meet and potentially approve a 

contract with NMU to authorize placement of a device on a tower between north and south Republic 

which would provide internet service to areas like Black River. Upon placement of that device two-

thirds of our township will have additional access to internet services.  NMU is also working with 

Channel 10 to discuss use of their tower for placement of another device which would serve the 

Northern part of the Township.  Champion tower could be an option as well to serve the Northern 

part of the Township.  Lastly, the Commission briefly discussed permanent versus seasonal 

residential structures on high density recreational areas and whether there should be any changes 

made in zoning ordinances to accommodate that mixed use.  More to come later in the year.  

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Bartanen reports there were 3 calls.  One was a vehicle 

fire that was covered by Champion FD, one brush fire, and one mutual aide call for wildfire on Cty 

Rd 581. There will be a class test for the 3 Firefighters coming up next week. Chief Bartanen also 

thanked everyone for their help with the Fishing Derby.  

9. Correspondence 

a. Planning Commission- Meeting Minutes 5/22/2017  

b. Fire Department-Meeting Minutes 5/3/2017 and 6/7/2017 

c. 5/18/2017 Letter John & Mavina Etelamaki re: Old Maki Store & Marijuana Growing Facility 

d. 5/23/2017 UPEA Bid: Road Millage Professional Services 

e. 6/1/2017 Notice of Decision CUP2017-02: Recreational Complex 

f. 4/25/2017 Letter Republic Township Attorney’s opinion re: Intergovernmental Rail Agreement 

g. 6/7/2017 Planning Commission Transmittal ZA2017-01:Beard 

h. 6/7/2017 Memo: Administrator Zoning Violations 

10. Public Comment: None 

11. Old Business: 

a. Fire Hall Renovation:  Architect Richard Uren is working on specs to get it out for bids, and he 

wants to know if we want to include prevailing wage as one of the requirements?  Discussion was 

had and it was agreed that it was favored. 

MOTION: To require prevailing wage in the Firehall construction contract. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

b. Road Improvement and Prioritization Plan/Professional Services for Road Millage: Mark 

Daavettila with UPEA presented a handout and explanation on road study.  Also discussed funding 

and possible millage options. Chairman Kippola recommends that the board attend the August 3rd 

meeting with the Road Commission to both see what they’re up to and to try to work with them on 

fixing primary roads and possible matching funds.  Wording for the November ballot also needs to 

be decided on during the July meeting.  UP Engineers and Architects are seeking approval for 

additional fee of $670 for millage services. 

MOTION:  To approve the payment of $670.00 for UPEA road millage fee. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

c. Pension/457: Sarah Etelamaki announced that there is a meeting set up for June 16th at 11:00am 

with Tammy Marier from MERS to discuss retirement options for anyone on the board who would 

like to attend. 



 

 

d. MDNR Recreation Grant/Conditional Use Permit:  The conditional use permit was approved.  

Currently we are waiting bid specs from the Architect for the cemetery road construction and park.  

Upon review we will forward the park specs to DNR for approval.  Upon DNR approval we will put 

the project our for bids. 

e. Fire Department: 

i. Service Charge- Details for what/how to charge to come by next meeting. 

ii. Sale of Ambulance- Waiting on the title to come in the mail.  Currently it is parked in front 

of Prophet Insurance office with a sale price of $7,500.00.  There is already been some 

interest.  The money would go directly to the fire department upon sale. 

iii. Plumbing permit needed to go forward in getting water supplied to the fire hall.  We need to 

coordinate with the engineer as far as location for line taking into consideration the planned 

addition. 

iv. Generator- Transfer switch on the breaker panel needs to be handled by an electrician. Tom 

Prophet will call Uren to solve the issues of both the plumbing and electrical. 

v. Chief Bartanen would like to look into the possibility of getting a lift pump at the pond to 

hook the hoses up, to prime the trucks and pull water quicker. 

f. Intergovernmental Rail Agreement:  Would the board be in favor or of both our attorney and 

Republic’s attorney to meet and review the agreement? 

MOTION:  To request attorney’s from both townships review the IGA and compile their 

suggested changes. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion 

Carried. 

g.  ELF Site Offer(s):  The original offer accepted by the board from Todd Spinelli has still not moved 

forward on their side.  It was agreed to drop that offer and move on to the next one.  Derek Parker 

put an offer in for $230,00.00 $230,000.00 and has proof of financing. 

MOTION: To accept the offer from Derek Parker in the amount of $230,00.00 $230,000.00. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

MOTION: To approve Tom Prophet to sign the purchase agreement on behalf of the township 

board. 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

h. Fishing Derby:  Very successful this year.  Donations received amounted to $3399.00 and $550 in 

store credits.  Spending only amounted to approximately $1623 with final numbers still coming in.  

We also had $1680.25 left over from last year. 

i. NMU Archives: We still have the offer to consider, but Jackie Solomon suggested we should take 

inventory of what records we have before letting someone else take anything. Jackie is also looking 

into getting a high school intern for the fall through MARESA. 

12. New Business. 

a. Zoning Amendment ZA2017-01:Beard:  No Comments were received from the County Planning 

Commission prior to tonight’s meeting. The board discussed the differing views of the Planning 

Commission and their subsequent recommendation to rezone Government Lot 7, Section 5, T45N, 

R29W from TP-40 to L&R. 



 

 

MOTION: To accept the rezoning recommendation made by the Planning Commission and 

rezone Government Lot 7, Section 5, T45N, R29W from TP-40 (Timber Production 40) to 

L&R (Lakeshore and River) 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, Motion 

Carried. 

b. Fish Lake Road Names:  The Fish Lake Association will be meeting on July 23rd and we would 

like to discuss possible changes to the road names which would eliminate the confusion with the 

current names which include Fish Lake, S. Fish Lake, W. Fish Lake, and E. Fish Lake.   

c. Zoning Violations: Complaints had come in regarding “junk” in resident’s yards.  Letters were sent 

out to residents on May 10th with zoning violations.  They had 30 days to comply.  Joann Prisk asked 

for an extension to June 24th.  Board agreed to extend, but to also send notice that if no 

improvements are made that we will refer to our attorney. 

MOTION: To extend the deadline for zoning violations compliance to June 24th for all 

properties involved.   

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 1 Nay, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

d. Garbage Contract Renewal: Garbage contract is coming up for renewal July 1st.  Question was 

raised on whether we should put it out for bids since it hasn’t been done since 2002.  Carlise 

Sanitation is offering a 3 year contract with a 3% increase over the 3 years as opposed to the current 

1 year contract with a 3% increase every year.  It would be a savings of $1639.56 over the 3 years.  

Tom Prophet was going to check with MTA on the legality of if we have to put it out for bids or not. 

e. Summer Help:  Does the township want to look in to getting additional summer help since many 

projects aren’t getting done?  The township could benefit from having a maintenance person year-

round and as an on-call helper.  Township will seek extra help for painting and odd jobs. 

f. Water/Electric permit for firehall, sign and apparatus quotes:  Chief Bartanen is asking whether 

or not we can get a plumbing permit for $95 so water can be accessible in the firehall, and either 

keep the permit open, or possibly pay for another one once the renovations start.  The Fire 

department also received bids for the sign that was damaged in the storm in April.  They accepted 

one from Signs Unlimited for $410.00.  They are also seeking quotes for a new apparatus called a 

Bulldog that would hopefully be funded through the sale of the ELF site money. 

13. Public Comment: Bob Brandt would like the board to consider sending a precautionary note to the Beard’s 

about other ordinances the township has concerning expanding properties.  Mr. Brandt also stated that the 

Fishing Derby was a great success and he expects next year to be even better.  He also thinks we should 

consider renaming it the “Humboldt Township Community Fishing Derby.” 

 Adjournment 

 MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:28 pm 

 Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Sarah Etelamaki, Clerk 

 


