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Regular Meeting 

Monday, July 10, 2017 – 7:00 PM 
 

1. Supervisor Prophet called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Prophet, Debbie Wiljanen, Sarah Etelamaki, Peter Koski, Jeffrey 

Ogea 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

STAFF PRESENT: Steve Bartanen, Fire Chief; Jim Kippola, Planning Commission Chairman 

STAFF ABSENT: Jackie Solomon 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Jeannie Carlisle; Jim Carlisle; Robert Brandt; Roy Pascoe; Albert Worth  

4. Approval of Agenda 

MOTION:  To approve the agenda, with additions; b. Northern Design Works bill; c. Elevator 

contract renewal; d. NMPSA membership renewal. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

5. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION: To approve the June 12, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes with corrections, and June 22, 

2017 Special Meeting Minutes 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Total Assets are as follows: 

General Fund: $870,480.61 

Sanitation Fund: $207,794.52 

Fire/EMS Fund: $171,971.12 

Road Fund: $393,802.36 

ELF Fund: $75,174.21 

Rail Fund: $149,000.18 

Trust & Agency Fund: $15,718.38 

Pete Koski, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

7. Approval of Bills 

MOTION: To accept the bills as written, with the additions provided by Sarah Etelamaki, 

including pre-approval for Jubilee Foods bill not to exceed $680.81. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0  Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

8. Reports 

a. Board Member Committee Meetings:. Sarah Etelamaki attended the MCSWMA meeting and 

reported that the director reports they are hoping to expand the recycling program in the future to 

include electronic waste, mattresses, latex paint, and textiles. 

Debbie Wiljanen attended the West End Waste Management meeting and stated the dump tickets 

will be increasing to $6 by December.   



 

 

b. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  Chairman Kippola reported that the Fence regulations 

have been drafted for residential areas and forwarded to the county for review.  The county won’t be 

able to review until August and would like our board to hold off on proceeding until we receive their 

comments.  He also stated that the internet project in Republic is about to go live. Mr. Kippola 

commented that the 5 year mark on the Master Plan is coming up next year, so it will be time to 

review budgets.  The EAN is coming along nicely and they are still looking for publicity and 

encourage us to keep talking about it with residents. 

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Bartanen reports that the meeting will be taking place 

this week, instead of last week.  Also, the 2 firefighters in training did pass their tests.  The fire 

department was represented in several local parades over the 4th of July, but not in Negaunee due to 

a battery issue.  

9. Correspondence 

a. Planning Commission- Meeting Minutes 6/26/2017  

b. Marquette County Planning-Review of ZA2017-01-2017/06/08 

c. Mining Journal- Affidavit of Publication ZA2017-01 Adoption-2017/06/19 

d. MCSWMA 2017-2018 Budget-2017/06/22 

e. Republic Township Attorney, Terry Burkhart-Review of IGA-2017/07/01 

10. Public Comment: Jim Kippola added to his PC report, stating private road issues were brought up at the PC 

meeting and it is something they would take up when discussing the Master Plan.  He was also asked to 

attend a public health issues meeting relating to global warming which will take place Tuesday.   

Roy Pascoe gave information on some trail system expansions that are being worked on with the DNR to 

include multi-use availability.  He also stated that he and his wife are happy with Carlisle Sanitation and 

would like to see them continue their garbage service in Humboldt.     

11. Old Business: 

a. Fire Hall Renovation:  Bids have gone out and the deadline is July 26th to submit. 

b. Resolution: Road Millage for November 7 Ballot:  Chairman Kippola suggested we add wording 

to the ballot that states information from the Road plan to better inform the voters. 

MOTION:  To approve the ballot wording with the addition of language to include the road 

plan. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; Roll call vote taken; 

Debbie Wiljanen, Aye; Sarah Etelamaki, Aye; Jeffrey Ogea, Aye; Pete Koski, Aye; Thomas 

Prophet, Aye; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

c. Pension/457: Sarah Etelamaki presented an addendum to the current plan we have established with 

MERS. It includes giving elected officials the option to participate if they wish to do so, with the 

township matching up to 6%. 

MOTION:  To approve the addendum with MERS as written. 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion 

carried. 

d. MDNR Recreation Grant: The grant is close to getting it out for bids. 

e. Intergovernmental Rail Agreement:  Tom Prophet talked to the Heritage Trail rep, and in order to 

make an alternate trail, it would be done after the sale of the rail.  The DNR would use the funds 

made from the sale to find an alternate route, to which the time frame of everything would be close 

to one year. 



 

 

f. ELF Site Offer(s):  There was an appraisal being done today and possible closing date could be 

made by the end of this week.  

g. Zoning violations:  There appears to be progress on the properties in violation.  The properties will 

continue to be monitored and we will revisit the issue at next month’s meeting. 

h. Garbage contract:  Tom Prophet checked with MTA to see if we had any legal responsibility to put 

the contract out for bids.  We do not have to.  The proposed contract from Carlisle Sanitation is a 3 

year term with an initial 3% raise the first year with no additional increase the following two. 

MOTION:  To accept the proposed contract with Carlisle Sanitation for a 3 year term. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion carried. 

12. New Business. 

a. Zoning Amendment ZA2016-1:  Minutes Correction:  Missing information from old minutes that 

needs to be corrected to record the board’s decision. 

MOTION: To correct the minutes from the July 11, 2016 meeting to record the board decision 

regarding ZA2016-01, rezoned from TP40 to RP20 as adopted. 

Jeffrey Ogea, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent, Motion Carried. 

b. Northern Design Works bill:  Bill was received from Northern Design Works in the amount of 

$14,062.50 for 75% completion of Fire hall construction documents.  It was agreed that, the bill 

seemed to be accurate and that it should be paid per the contract with them.  It was also discussed 

which fund, the money to pay the bill should come out of. 

MOTION:  To transfer money from the General fund, to the Fire fund, and pay the Northern 

Design Works bill in the amount of $14,062.50  

Pete Koski, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

c. Elevator contract renewal: Renewal for the maintenance of the township elevator is due, which is a 

3 year contract in the amount of $1,870.00.  Board decision is needed on whether to pay it in 

increments, or in full. 

MOTION: To approve the 3 year contract with Bach Mobilities for elevator maintenance, and 

pay the contract in full for $1,870.00 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nay, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

d. NMPSA membership: Documentation was received from Northern Michigan Public Service 

Academy for renewal of membership, which offers low-cost training for U.P. municipalities in a 

variety of subjects.  Cost is $15 per full time employee, with a minimum $75/year and maximum 

$1,875/year fee.  It was favored by the board to remain members, however Sarah Etelamaki is going 

to find out exactly how much our township would pay, in regards, to who is considered “full time 

employees.”   

13. Public Comment: Bob Brandt questioned if the Republic mine will be a go since he’s heard Roger 

Crimmins, who owns property there has partnered with someone new.  He also wants to know why the 

township should pay for the fixing of a county road and not the county?  

Albert Worth would like the township to pursue getting a speed limit sign in place on Co Rd FX.  Tom 

Prophet is going to contact the county. 

Roy Pascoe questioned the 10 year wording on the road millage ballot, as it may seem too daunting of a 

time frame for voters and suggested a 5 year millage instead with renewal in 5 years.  He also stated he is 

happy the board renewed the garbage contract with Carlisle Sanitation. 

 Adjournment 



 

 

 MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:05 pm 

 Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Sarah Etelamaki, Clerk 

 


