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Regular Meeting 

Monday, November 13, 2017 – 7:00 PM 
 

1. Supervisor Prophet called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Prophet, Sarah Etelamaki, Peter Koski, Jeffrey Ogea, Debbie 

Wiljanen 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

STAFF PRESENT: Jackie Solomon, Jim Kippola, Steve Bartanen 

STAFF ABSENT: None 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Robert Brandt, Derek Parker, Joe Derocha, Anna Mattson  

4. Approval of Agenda 

MOTION:  To approve the agenda with addition of d. Christmas party. 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

5. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION: To approve the October 9, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes, October 17, 2017 Special 

Meeting, October 30, 2017 Special Meeting Minutes. 

Jeffrey Ogea, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Total Assets are as follows: 

General Fund: $828,972.30 

Sanitation Fund: $191,457.12 

Fire/EMS Fund: $157,065.22 

Road Fund: $392,340.40 

ELF Fund: $289,865.46 

Rail Fund: $189,377.06 

Trust & Agency Fund: $15,584.72 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

7. Approval of Bills 

MOTION: To accept the bills as written, with additions provided. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0  Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

8. Reports 

a. BOARD MEMBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Pete Koski attended the MCTA meeting he 

stated CUPPAD was present and that they have money and are looking for projects to fund.  He 

passed the flier on to Jackie Solomon with the information.  Sara Cambensy and Rich Rossway were 

both in attendance to answer any questions. 

Sarah Etelamaki attended the MCSWMA meeting and reported that glass was no longer going to be 

accepted in the recycling program as of January.  We will put that information in our newsletter to 

notify the residents. 



 

 

Jeffrey Ogea attended the Fire Department meeting and reports it was very well run and he will let 

Chief Bartanen do the reporting. 

b. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Mr. Kippola reported on the master plan and that they are 

forwarding the amended scope of work to CUPPAD.  The EAN through NMU should be running on 

the Champion tower by the end of November.  The Republic Dam does not have a meeting date set 

yet.  The County had not responded to Zoning Amendment: ZA2017-03: ELF by the 30 day window 

and therefore the Township board is free to go forward with their decision.  He also reported that the 

PC assembled the key administrative people in regard to, the next step for the site plan for the ELF 

site for Mr. Parker.  Chairman Kippola is also beginning to work on his end of the year report.  The 

PC is also ready to assist with road plans and how to improve any roads with what funds we do have. 

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Bartanen reports that the FD is making progress in the 

truck plan.  They are looking at more company quotes.  There was a pair of fire pants that had been 

eaten by mice.  There was a training exercise on Wolf Lake Road that went well.  There was one 

accident involving a Smith Paving truck, and he asked about the further development of a fee 

schedule for non-resident calls.  Chief Bartanen also stated that Lundin Mining is discussing a 

donation of possibly $5000.00 to purchase thermal imaging cameras.  The FD is researching quotes 

to take advantage of that generous offer.   

9. Correspondence 

a. Planning Commission- Draft Meeting Minutes 10/23/2017  

b. Fire Department- Meeting Minutes 10/11/2017 

c. MCSWMA Memo- Recycling Change 10/19/2017 

d. Marquette County Central Dispatch- Meeting Minutes 10/17/2017 

e. Mining Journal-Affidavit of Publication Summary of Medical Marihuana Facility Ordinance 

11/3/2017 

10. Public Comment: Anna Mattson is an owner of property on Helen Lake.  She has many concerns over the 

medical marihuana ordinance, such as who will monitor the property, how many plants it will allow, when 

will the property go on the tax roll, and can the revenue generated from the property be earmarked for road 

improvement on that particular road?  She commended the board on taking a non-tax generating property 

and turning it into a taxable piece of property.  She does take offense to the statement made that the site is 

“in the middle of nowhere.”  She also welcomed Mr. Parker to Humboldt Township. 

Supervisor Prophet did answer some of the questions Mrs. Mattson raised. 

Derek Parker spoke in response to Mrs. Mattson’s concerns/questions.  He gave information on how much 

potential revenue his business could bring to Humboldt Township based on the formula from the state.  He 

clarified that the state monitors all of the facilities, but that he is responsible for surveillance.  He also 

apologized for using the phrase “middle of nowhere” and stated that he used that phrase because it’s where 

he wants to be, and that it was more just a figure of speech and not meant to be offensive. 

11. Old Business: 

a. Fire Hall Addition:  Rich Uren reports that there are many contractors want to bid now that 

parameters have changed.  Possible start even this fall yet. There will be a public bid opening on 

November 30th at 2:00pm.   

b. Zoning Amendment ZA2017-03: ELF:  There was no word from the county, regarding the 

rezoning, so the board is free to make a decision without a county recommendation.  The zoning 

request was made by Mr. Parker to rezone the property from TP 40, to Industrial. 



 

 

MOTION:  To approve the rezoning of ZA 2017-03: ELF Site, per Planning Commission 

recommendation from TP 40 to I (Industrial). 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

c. Medical Marihuana Ordinance & Application Fee Resolution:  The board is responsible for 

setting an annual application fee for Medical Marihuana Facilities.  The board discussed how to set a 

fee having no previous experience since this issue is new to the township and state of Michigan.  The 

township is only allowed to charge an amount that is justified to the administrative cost to process 

the application.  The fee can be amended in the future if the proposed fee does not cover the 

expenses to review the application. 

MOTION: To set the application fee at $300.00. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 1 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

d. Fish Lake Road Names:  The board had previously met with members with the Fish Lake 

Association to discuss renaming the directional Fish Lake Road names.  The Association had formed 

a committee to decide on new names.  Mr. Derocha stated that he was not contacted to be on the 

committee and he would like to see this entire issue go back to the Township board with support 

from the Planning Commission, and possibly even the Fire Department to rectify the address/road 

name issues. 

MOTION: To have the Planning Commission review the Fish Lake Road names/issues . 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

e. Generator Quotes:  Supervisor Prophet reports, that he had made 4 calls and we received one 

quote.  We are still waiting on one quote.  

12. New Business.  

a. Road Millage Update: The additional road millage did not pass in Novembers election.  Now the 

board is charged with making the decision to put the millage on the next election ballot, or just try to 

move forward with what money we have.  The board decided to check with Mr. Iwaniki to see what 

can realistically be accomplished with what funds we have now.   

b. Senior Lunch Donation:  It was reported that the Senior lunch donation box allegedly has $80.00 

missing.  Bob Brandt would like financial support from the township funds to replace the missing 

money, so that we can keep this function going.  Supervisor Prophet reported that the township can 

legally give money for senior activities.  During the discussion, a hat was passed at the meeting 

where several individuals contributed and a total of $285.00 was collected! 

c. Central Dispatch Meetings:  The board needed to appoint a member to attend the Central Dispatch 

Meetings, which occur the third Thursday of the month at 5:15 at the NMU public safety building in 

Marquette.  Supervisor Prophet volunteered to attend if no one else could make it. 

d. Christmas Party: The annual Christmas party and sleigh rides is scheduled for December 9th from 

1-3pm.  Jackie Solomon asked the board to pre-approve paying Bob Cardeau (Santa) $100.00, and 

Raynor Johnson (sleigh rides) $350.00 before the December meeting, which takes place 2 days later.  

The board also approved donating up to $200.00 for the kids goodie bags, which is filled by Jeannie 

Carlise.  She will buy the items and the township will then reimburse her expenses, with turned in 

receipts up to the $200.00. 

MOTION:  To pre-pay the bills for the Christmas party before the December meeting, and 

donate up to $200.00 for kids bags. 

Jeffrey Ogea, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 5 Ayes, 



 

 

13. Public Comment:  Bob Brandt was happy for everyone in attendance.  He reported his road sign was hit by a 

car.  He contacted the Republic supervisor since his road is in both townships.  He’s concerned that 

Republic township has road signs erected that are actually Humboldt roads.  He is also concerned that there 

may by parcels that are not being collected for taxes in Humboldt township.  Treasurer Wiljanen assures Mr. 

Brandt that this is doubtful, since the information comes from the county.  He is also worried about 

emergency services not being able to find properties due to incorrect signage.   

Anna Mattson recommends that the board make a plea to the county to demand they do something about the 

road conditions since our millage did not pass.  And to make sure all the roads are indeed, included on the 

maps of the roads to be fixed.  She also said the township is lucky to have Jackie Solomon working for 

them.   

14.  Adjournment 

 MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:06 pm 

 Pete Koski, Moved; Jeffrey Ogea, Supported; 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Absent; Motion Carried. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Sarah Etelamaki, Clerk 

 


