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Regular Meeting 

Monday, June 11, 2018 – 7:00 PM 
 

1. Supervisor Prophet called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Prophet, Sarah Etelamaki, Peter Koski, Debbie Wiljanen  

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeffrey Ogea 

STAFF PRESENT: Jackie Solomon, Joe Wasie, Steve Bartanen 

STAFF ABSENT: None 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Robert Brandt, Marline Worth, Gene Champagne, Carla Champagne, Paul Alto, 

Shaylee Kangas 

4. Approval of Agenda 

MOTION:  To approve the agenda as presented. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported;  4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

5. Approval of Minutes 

MOTION: To approve the May 14, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

6. Approval of Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION: To approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Total Assets are as follows: 

General Fund: $1,109,054.70 

Sanitation Fund: $267,741.84 

Fire/EMS Fund: $238,690.97 

Road Fund: $462,860.67 

ELF Fund: $289,865.46 

Rail Fund: $189,377.06 

Trust & Agency Fund: $16,301.30 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

7. Approval of Bills 

MOTION: To accept the bills as written, with additions. 

Debbie Wiljanen, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

8. Reports 

a. BOARD MEMBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Pete Koski went to the Fire Department 

meeting, will wait for Chief Bartanen to report.  Sarah Etelamaki went to 2 MCSWMA meetings and 

reported that they have announced there will be no recycling rebate for the 2017/2018 fiscal year due 

to a huge drop in mixed paper commodities.  There was also a special forum for constituent 

municipalities regarding recycling, which was very informational, and well organized. 

b. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: Secretary Joe Wassie reported that the PC is continuing 

to work on the Master Plan.  The Road name and address study is also moving forward with a data 

collection process in place.  They are endorsing the capital improvement plan for repair of County 

Road 478.  They are also currently looking at a couple samples of Disaster preparedness plans, and 



 

 

Jackie Solomon will prepare a draft document.  Mr. Wassie also reported that the PC has evaluated 

the zoning violation at the gravel pit on the corner of US 41 and M-95, and they advise the board to 

address this issue as soon as possible.  It is believed that our Zoning Administrator has already sent a 

letter citing the owner for violation. 

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Chief Bartanen reported there were 2 calls, one which was 

cancelled, and one which was a downed power line.  He reports that there has been a dispute 

between 2 firefighters and although the Executive Board met and tried to rectify the situation, the 

issue remains.  Chief Bartanen asks the board on advice on how to proceed, since there may be some 

legal issues.  The board advised him that it appears as the EB did everything as they should, but 

Supervisor Prophet will contact the township attorney to clarify. 

9. Correspondence 

a. Planning Commission Draft Minutes 5/21/2018 

b. Fire Department Draft Meeting Minutes 6/6/2018 

c. Library Board Meeting Packet 5/17/2018 

10. Public Comment: Ron Coron spoke, stating he received a penalty for delinquent taxes because they were 

sent to the wrong address for one piece of property.  

Jackie Solomon stated that due to Humboldt’s spring clean-up being rescheduled for the 15th and 16th, it fell 

on the same date as Michigamee’s and therefore there were no roll-offs available through the West End 

Station.  Since it has already been advertised, she secured 2 roll-offs through North Country for $385.00 

each. 

11. Old Business: 

a. Treasurer Resignation/Replacement;Bank Signers:  Debbie Wiljanen has formally turned in a 

letter of resignation and the board must appoint a replacement to fulfill the remainder of her term. 

MOTION: To accept Debbie Wiljanen’s resignation as township treasurer. 

Sarah Etelamaki, Moved; Pete Koski, Supported; 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, 1 Abstain.  Motion 

Carried. 

MOTION: To accept Paul Alto as appointed treasurer for the remainder of the current term. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; Roll Call vote: 

Pete Koski-Aye; Sarah Etelamaki-Aye; Tom Prophet-Aye; 1 Absent, 1 Abstain; Motion 

carried. 

b. Road Repair Plan/Funding: The bids for the road improvements went out late resulting in only one 

reply.  The bid appears to be very high.  It was recommended to wait until next year and re-bid in 

hopes of receiving lower bids.  We could also then put it into next year’s budget, with some money 

coming out of the General fund.  The board agreed with that recommendation. 

c. Road Millage Proposal/Ballot Language: The board has decided to try for additional road millage 

on November’s ballot to help fund the numerous repairs that need to be done on our local roads.  A 

discussion took place on how many mills to ask for and the board agreed to use the same resolution 

and mills from the previous election. 

MOTION: To approve the wording for the road millage to be placed on November’s ballot. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; Roll Call vote: 

Pete Koski-Aye; Debbie Wiljanen-Aye; Tom Prophet-Aye; Sarah Etelamaki-Aye; 1 Absent; 

Motion carried. 



 

 

d. CPR Certification Class: The NMPSA responded stating they could not hold a CPR class in 

Humboldt.  Billy Gierut contacted Joe Perry and he will hold a class here on July 16th at 7pm.  It will 

cost $10/Firefighter and $15/public.  Steve will check with the training officer to see what the class 

size is limited to and if there’s enough public interest, the possibility to hold an additional class. 

e. Fire Hall Addition:  The drywall was delivered.  There is a wait for the electrical inspection due to 

extra outlets added in the gear room that were not originally in the plans.  Chief Bartanen also stated 

he is getting an estimate on tree removal since there are 10-12 trees on the edge of the excavated 

area that could pose potential falling danger. 

f. Sewer Line: Gary Laitala will hopefully be starting the repair soon. 

g. EMS/First Responder: There has been no new interested generated from the newsletter 

announcement.  There are approximately 6 firefighters interested.  Chief Bartanen recommended 

appointing someone to coordinate the process. 

h. Proposed Reform to Local Government Assessing: A resolution has been drafted opposing the 

proposed reform to local government assessing.  The board discussed the issue and decided they are 

in agreement with the opposition. 

MOTION: To accept and sign the resolution in opposition to HB 6049 and SB 1025. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Sarah Etelamaki, Supported; Roll Call vote: 

Sarah Etelamaki-Aye; Tom Prophet-Aye; Debbie Wiljanen-Aye; Pete Koski-Aye; 1 Absent; 

Motion Carried. 

New Business. 

a. Fishing Derby: This year’s fishing derby was again a great success!  Thanks to all that volunteered 

and offered support, or donated.  A special thanks was given to all the firefighters, Katie & Steve 

Bartanen, Jackie Solomon, and Bob Brandt. 

b. Presentation by Gene Champagne re: Voters not politicians: Mr. Champagne gave a brief 

presentation on the proposal their group is trying to get on November’s ballot.  The ballot initiative 

would amend the state constitution and create an independent citizen’s redistricting commission.  It 

would draw the district lines after the next census and eliminate gerrymandering.   

c. Gravel Pit Erosion Issue:  The Planning Commission recommends that the board advise the Zoning 

administrator take immediate action as the violation directly affects public health, safety, and 

welfare.  Supervisor Prophet will follow up with Howard Robare to see if he sent the letter. 

d. Accounting Contract: The township’s accounting contract is due for renewal.  We have been with 

Anderson, Tackman & Company, PLC for several years and are still very satisfied with their service. 

MOTION: To approve the contract with Anderson, Tackman, & Company, PLC. 

Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion carried. 

13. Public Comment:   

14.  Adjournment 

 MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm. 

 Pete Koski, Moved; Debbie Wiljanen, Supported; 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent; Motion Carried. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Sarah Etelamaki, Clerk 


